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BURRUP PENINSULA, MEDIA COMMENTS ON MAJOR PROJECTS 

789. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Minister for State Development: 
I refer to comments made in the media recently concerning developments on the Burrup Peninsula.   

(1) Is the minister aware of those comments?   

(2) Does he remain confident that a number of major projects will go ahead on the Burrup Peninsula?   

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member for the question and for her interest in this important development.  I was pleased 

that on 4 June 2003, Methanex Australia Pty Ltd issued a public release, which states -  

Methanex announced today that it had reconfigured its Australia project and will be working 
towards the development of a 1.3 million tonne per annum plant as the first stage of its planned 
new Asia Pacific hub.  The capital cost is expected to be approximately in USD$500 million 
. . .  

Board approval will be sought in mid 2003, however work will commence immediately on 
engineering and design and the selection of appropriate contractors for the construction phase.   

I am very pleased that we are likely to see - although it may not get board approval - a second major 
project go ahead on the Burrup.  As I said a short time ago, I expect that three projects will commence 
on the Burrup in the next 18 months.  I am pleased also to report to Parliament that very fruitful 
discussions have been taking place between the Commonwealth and State Governments on 
developments for the Burrup.  The State Government has been engaged in constructive discussions with 
the federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources, Hon Ian McFarlane, who is unfortunately on 
leave because of ill health.  We have been talking to the federal Government about the provision of 
common-user infrastructure and the need for the Commonwealth and the State to contribute to that 
infrastructure.  We raised that matter with the Commonwealth because many of these projects provide 
the Commonwealth with $10 of revenue for each dollar of revenue that flows to the State.  Therefore, it 
is appropriate for the Commonwealth and the State to make a contribution towards these projects.  The 
common-user infrastructure is very important because it will reduce the capital cost of the projects.  
Ultimately, the capital cost of the projects will determine whether they take place in Western Australia 
or in other parts of the world.  I hope that the very fruitful discussions that have taken place will come 
to fruition in the not too distant future.  My office and senior representatives from the Department of 
Industry and Resources have been working with the Commonwealth to reach agreement on the 
provision of common-user infrastructure for these major developments.  As I have said, it is unfortunate 
that Hon Ian McFarlane has been removed from his duties for the time being due to illness.  I hope that 
the acting minister, Hon Joe Hockey, will continue the good work that has been done.  He can take the 
proposals to the federal Cabinet so that the Commonwealth and State Governments can put in place the 
necessary financial arrangements to provide the common-user infrastructure on the Burrup that will 
facilitate the development of these major projects.   

 


